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The LOC Assessment

The purpose of the Level of Care (LOC) assessment is to determine whether or not a
person has a developmental disabilities level of care.
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Establishing the level of care a person may need is
necessary for:

e Admission to an intermediate care facility (ICF) for
individuals with intellectual disabilities (1ID),

e Or enrollment in a home and community based
services (HCBS) waiver.

The LOC assessment is not intended to be a comprehensive
assessment; rather, it gathers relevant information related to
functional eligibility. It serves as a foundation for
comprehensive assessment and service planning.

Other parts of the LOC tool provide data related to federal
and state outcomes.




LOC Personnel

Qualifications

An evaluator is a person who coordinates or performs evaluations and assessments to
make a recommendation to DODD as to whether or not a person meets the criteria for
the developmental disabilities level of care.

An evaluator must complete department-approved training prior to completing LOC
assessments and recommending a level of care for any person.

Only the following personnel may be trained as an evaluator:

* A person employed by or under contract with a county board of developmental
disabilities
+ A person employed by an intermediate care facility

+ Or a person designated by the department

An evaluator conducting an assessment will make a
recommendation to the department regarding a person’s

level of care needs.

A qualified professional employed by the department will
make a final level of care determination stating whether

or not a person meets the criteria for a developmental
disabilities level of care.



Criteria

A person is determined to have (or require) a developmental disabilities level of care
when the criteria specified below are met. The criteria are listed by age.

For individuals birth through age nine, the criteria for a developmental disabilities level of
care are met when:

e The individual has a substantial developmental delay or specific congenital or acquired
condition other than an impairment caused solely by mental illness, and

* In the absence of individually planned supports, the individual has a high probability of
having substantial functional limitations in at least three major life areas later in life.

For individuals age ten and above, the criteria for developmental disabilities level of
care is met when all of the following are identified:

+ The individual has been diagnosed with a severe, chronic disability that:

- Is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and
physical impairments, other than an impairment caused solely by mental
ilness

- Is manifested before the individual is age twenty-two and

- Is likely to continue indefinitely

o The condition described results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of
the following areas of major life activities, as determined through use of the
standardized level of care assessment instrument approved by the Ohio Department
of Medicaid:

- Self-care

- Receptive and expressive communication
- Learning

- Mobility

- Self-direction

- Capacity for independent living

- Economic self-sufficiency

o The condition described reflects the person’s need for a combination and

sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic services, individualized
supports, or other forms of assistance that is of lifelong or extended duration
that are individually planned and coordinated.



Diagnosis

For initial level of care determinations, evaluators must submit a clinician’s verification of

the presence of a substantial developmental delay or congenital condition for individuals
from birth through age nine, or the presence of a severe, chronic disability for
individuals age ten and older.

Documentation must reflect the person’s current diagnosed condition. Current means the
documentation identifying the condition is accurate at the date of submission.

Only documentation from a clinician qualified to diagnose the specific condition may be
accepted as follows:

* A physician licensed under Chapter 4731 of the Revised Code or another state to
practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine and surgery

* A Certified Nurse Practitioner has the same meaning as in section 4723.01 of
the Revised Code

* A psychiatrist licensed under Chapter 4731 of the Revised Code or licensed in
another state to practice psychiatry

» A psychologist who is licensed under Chapter 3319 or Chapter 4732 of the
Revised Code or another state as a psychologist or school psychologist

+ A professional qualified to use diagnostic instruments/procedures to establish
presence of developmental delay for children birth through age five




