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The Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD)
is a statewide, nonprofit organization that serves families of infants, toddlers, children
and youth with disabilities in Ohio, and agencies who provide services to them. OCECD
works through the coalition efforts of more than 35 parent and professional disability
organizations which comprise the Coalition.

Established in 1972 and staffed primarily by parents of children and adults with
disabilities, persons with disabilities, and education professionals, the Coalition’s mission
is to ensure that every Ohio child with special needs receives a free, appropriate, public
education in the least restrictive environment to enable that child to reach his/her highest
potential. Throughout Ohio, the Coalition’s services reach families of children and
youth, birth through twenty-six, with all disabilities.

OCECD’s programs help parents become informed and effective representatives
for their children in all educational settings. In addition, youth are assisted to advocate
for themselves. Through knowledge about laws, resources, rights and responsibilities,
families are better able to work with agencies to ensure that appropriate services are
received for the benefit of their sons and daughters.

OHIO COALITION FOR THE EDUCATION OF
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

165 WEST CENTER STREET, SUITE 302
MARION, OHIO 43302-3741
(740) 382-5452 « (844) 382-5452 (Toll Free)
(740) 383-6421 (Fax) « www.ocecd.org

Download the free mobile barcode reader on your smartphone at
www.i-nigma.com and scan this barcode to visit our website
instantly and get more information about OCECD.
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WHAT IS AN IEP?

An IEP is an Individualized Education Program. When a child
is identified with a disability under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) a child has a right to a
Free, Appropriate, Public Education (FAPE). For a child to
receive FAPE there has to be an IEP developed in order for
the child to progress in the general education curriculum.

An IEP has to be written so that you or anyone else working
with your child can understand the issues being addressed
on it. If you do not understand the IEP you should not give
your written permission to implement the IEP. Under IDEA
a parent must give informed consent. Informed consent
cannot happen if you do not understand the IEP document.

Understanding the IEP process can be the key to you having
a good working relationship with your child's school district.

Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
(federal law), parents are an equal partner in their child's
education. This means that during the individualized
education program (IEP) process your ideas are just as
important as anyone on the IEP team.

What do the federal regulations for IDEA say about this
concept?

§300.344 IEP team.

(a) General. The public agency [school district] shall ensure
that the IEP team for each child with a disability includes —
(1) the parents of the child.
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IEP TEAM MEMBERS

Let's discuss what IDEA says about who needs to be on
the IEP team other than the parents. The IEP team must
be made up of people who have knowledge about your
child and their disability.

> Parents

You, the parent(s), are a very important part of the IEP
team. There is no other person who knows your child
better than you.

» Regular Education Teacher

Under federal law, there should be a regular education
teacher who has had or will have your child in their
classroom. The purpose of including the regular education
teacher is because of their knowledge in the general
education curriculum.

» Special Education Teacher

This should be the special education teacher who has served
your child or will be serving your child. The information they
share with the team is vital to understanding how your child
learns. She/he will assist in helping the regular education
teacher assess what accommodations and/or modifications
your child will need in the regular classroom.

> District Representative

The district representative is anyone who knows what
resources are available in the district and can make money
decisions. Example - your child might need speech therapy.
This may be an additional cost to the school system. The
district representative is responsible for knowing how they



will provide this service and is able to commit to the
expense of this service.*

*Note: If the district representative says he/she does not have the
authority to commit resources during the IEP, then you may need to
reconvene another IEP meeting when someone with authority can
attend.

> Psychologist

If there has been any testing or evaluations done prior to
the IEP meeting by the school district, the law says there
must be someone in the IEP meeting who can explain the
evaluation to you. The law does not state this has to be the
psychologist, but the regulations require someone who can
interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results.
The evaluation must be explained so everyone involved
understands it.*

*Note: If you do not understand the evaluation you cannot give
informed consent. The parent must understand the evaluation to
make good decisions in having their child identified and to make
decisions about the IEP.

» Student

The student is a very important part of the IEP team. IDEA
states when a child is 14 years of age the IEP team must
take into account the student's concerns and interests. If
the student cannot be present or does not want to attend
the meeting, efforts must be made to establish the interests
and concerns of the student.

As a parent, one of the most important things you

can do to prepare your child for the future is to teach
your child to advocate for themselves. Help them
understand their disability so they can ask for
accommodations for themselves. Teach them to be

as independent as possible.



