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Training Objectives

Provide an overview of the Ohio Home Care Waiver and 
HOME Choice Program

Explain the different program eligibility requirements

Understand what services are available

Learn how to enroll on the program



OHIO HOME CARE WAIVER (OHCW)

Eligibility

 To be eligible for OHCW, an individual must meet the following requirements:

 Meet Medicaid eligibility criteria or be enrolled in Medicaid.

 Be age 59 or under.

 Meet a nursing facility level of care (LOC) (for example, intermediate or skilled). For 
information on the conditions for meeting nursing facility LOC please refer to the “Level of Care” 
section below.

Level of Care

 Level of care (LOC) is an evaluation of an individual’s physical, mental, social, and emotional 
status. To meet a nursing facility LOC, the following conditions must be met:

 Intermediate or skilled LOC; the person has a need for assistance with activities of daily living 
and/or taking medications. The person may need skilled nursing or rehabilitation services.

 Services are an alternative to institutional care. Apply directly on ODM Website 



OHCW Services Available

Adult day health center 
services.

Community integration. Community transition. Home care attendant. Home delivered meals.

Home maintenance and 
chore.

Home modification.

Home medical 
equipment and supplies 
(supplemental adaptive 
and assistive devices).

Out‐of‐home respite. Personal care aide.

Personal emergency 
response system.

Supplemental 
transportation.

Waiver nursing.



Application to Enrollment

Step 1: Apply for Ohio Medicaid
You must first be eligible for Ohio Medicaid. If you are not already enrolled, 

you can apply:

•Online through the Ohio Benefits portal. 

•Through your local County Department of Job and Family Services (CDJFS). 

•By calling the Ohio Medicaid Consumer Hotline. 

Step 2: Request the Ohio Home Care Waiver
You can request enrollment in several ways:

•Indicate your interest when applying for Medicaid. 

•Submit the ODM 02399 "Request for Medicaid Home and Community-Based 

Services (HCBS) Waiver." 

•Make the request verbally or in writing to your county agency or an approved 

long-term services and supports agency. 

Step 3: Complete a Comprehensive Assessment
If you appear eligible, a care management agency will schedule an in-person 

assessment to determine:

•Your medical needs. 

•Whether you meet a nursing facility level of care. 

•Whether your needs can be safely met in your home through waiver services. 



Step 4: Meet Eligibility Requirements
As of the current Ohio Administrative Code, applicants generally must:

•Be eligible for Ohio Medicaid. 

•Be between birth and age 59 for the Ohio Home Care Waiver 

(individuals age 60 and older may qualify for other waiver programs such 

as PASSPORT). 

•Meet nursing facility level-of-care criteria. 

•Require at least one waiver service each month. 

•Be able to receive services safely in the community at a cost that does 

not exceed institutional care. 

Step 5: Develop a Person-Centered Care Plan
If approved, your assigned care manager will work with you to develop a 

service plan based on your needs.



Home Choice 

(Helping Ohioans 

Move Expanding 

Choice) Waiver 

Program

To be eligible for HOME Choice an individual must:

Be enrolled in Medicaid

Have resided in a long-term care facility for at least 60 
consecutive days

Be 18 years of age or older

Have income to sustain community living

Participate in an assessment and have a need for the 
program

Have care needs that can be adequately met in a 
community setting

Apply directly from ODM Website!



HOME Choice 

Services 

Available

Adult day health center services.

Community integration.

Community transition.

Home care attendant.

Home delivered meals.

Home maintenance and chore.

Home modification.

Home medical equipment and supplies (supplemental adaptive and assistive 
devices).

Out‐of‐home respite.

Personal care aide.

Personal emergency response system.

Supplemental transportation.

Waiver nursing.



How to Apply for HOME Choice

Who Is Eligible?
To qualify for HOME Choice, an individual must:

•Be enrolled in Ohio Medicaid. 

•Be at least 18 years old. 

•Have lived in an eligible Ohio long-term care facility (such as a nursing 

facility, hospital, or intermediate care facility) for at least 60 

consecutive days. 

•Have income sufficient to support community living. 

•Complete a needs assessment. 

•Have care needs that can be safely met in a home or community-based 

setting. 

How to Apply
Step 1: Confirm Medicaid Eligibility

•You must be enrolled in Ohio Medicaid before applying. 

Step 2: Complete the HOME Choice Application

•Apply online through the Ohio HOME Choice application portal: 



Ohio HOME Choice Application

The application requests information such as:

•Medicaid ID 

•Personal and contact information 

•Current long-term care facility 

•Admission date 

•Housing plans 

•Family or caregiver support 

•Guardian information (if applicable) 

Step 3: Participate in a Transition Assessment

After your application is received, HOME Choice staff will:

•Review your eligibility. 

•Conduct a comprehensive assessment. 

•Assign a Transition Coordinator if you qualify. 

•Work with your facility's discharge planning team and your family or 

guardian to develop a transition plan. 

. 

https://homechoice.medicaid.ohio.gov/CaseManager/NewApplication?utm_source=chatgpt.com


What Services Does HOME Choice Provide?
The program may provide:

•Transition Coordination 

•Housing search assistance 

•Community resource coordination 

•Assistance enrolling in Medicaid waiver programs 

•Community Transition Services (CTS), including: 

• Security deposits 

• Utility deposits 

• Essential household furnishings 

• Basic household supplies 

• Other one-time transition expenses necessary to establish a home 

After Approval
Once approved, your Transition Coordinator will work with you to:

•Identify appropriate housing. 

•Coordinate Medicaid home- and community-based services. 

•Arrange medical equipment and personal care services. 

•Coordinate transportation and community supports. 

•Assist with your move and monitor your successful transition into the 

community



Rule References

5160-3-08 | HOME Choice: Covered Services

5160- 46-02 | Ohio Home Care Waiver Rule: Eligibility and 
Covered Services
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Questions


